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         A C T I O N    A G E N D A

May 16, 2005

                                                        6:00 P.M., Council Chambers

General Council Members                      
      MAYOR

          Zone Council Members

     Don Landrith


          Phil Stinnett


Gary Shaw
 Phil Stinnett







Vesta Grindstaff


     Mike Woolston







Richard H. Russell
 

     Bob Harrington





Jon Tupper

     Guy Palmieri   



 
     
     (Mayor Pro Tem) 

1.         Call to Order 

            Invocation –read by City Clerk Barbara Hogelin
            Pledge of Allegiance –led by Council Member Harrington


2. Roll Call –all were present

3. Finalization of Consent Agenda 

4. Citizen Requests and Petitions   

Request from Jack Stults, 1 Ridgewood Court, to address Council regarding miscellaneous issues.  Jack Stults, 1 Ridgewood Court addressed Council referring to some editorials from the newspaper.  
5. Public Hearings

6.
Consent Agenda - Motion by Mr. Harrington, Second by Mrs. Grindstaff, to approve the Consent Agenda.  Voting in favor were Council Members:  Grindstaff, Harrington, Landrith, Palmieri, Russell, Shaw, Stinnett, Tupper and Woolston, 9. Nays:  0.  
Minutes of the May 2, 2005 Council Meeting

COUNCIL BILL NO. 2005-133 - AN ORDINANCE approving the sale of a parcel of land located West of Highview Avenue on the South side of Zora Street to Grace Bible Church, EFC, being a part of Miscellaneous Lot M-30, in the Northeast Quarter of Section 36, Township 28, Range 33, in the City of Joplin, Jasper County, Missouri; and authorizing the City Manager to execute the appropriate documents.  Ordinance No. 2005-074

COUNCIL BILL NO. 2005-271 - AN ORDINANCE providing for the vacation of a drainage easement located at the end of the cul-de-sac on Melissa Lane in the City of Joplin, Newton County, Missouri. Ordinance No. 2005-075

COUNCIL BILL NO. 2005-272 - AN ORDINANCE providing for the vacation of a drainage easement located on the southwest corner of Johnson Drive and Colorado Drive in the City of Joplin, Newton County, Missouri.   Ordinance No. 2005-076

COUNCIL BILL NO.  2005-273 - AN ORDINANCE establishing grades and accepting the Plat of ARBOR HILLS PLAT NO. 9 located east of the intersection of Notting Hill Drive and Notting Hill Circle in the City of Joplin, Newton County, Missouri. Ordinance No. 2005-077

COUNCIL BILL NO.  2005-274 - AN ORDINANCE establishing grades and accepting the Plat of NORTH CORNER CROSSING PLAT NO. 1 located on the northeast corner of Range Line Road and Fourth Street in the City of Joplin, Jasper County, Missouri. Ordinance No. 2005-078

COUNCIL BILL NO.  2005-275 - AN ORDINANCE establishing grades and accepting the Plat of NORTH PARK CROSSING PLAT NO. 2 located east of the intersection of Fourth Street and Geneva Avenue in the City of Joplin, Jasper County, Missouri. Ordinance No. 2005-079

7. 
Resolutions 

8.         Ordinances – Emergency

COUNCIL BILL NO. 2005-014 - AN ORDINANCE approving an amendment to the Agreement by and between the City of Joplin, Missouri, and Sign Designs, LLC, for entry beautification markers at 7th Street & Range Line Road, Dover Hill Park on Main Street, and I-44 & Main Street; authorizing the City Manager to execute said Amendment Agreement by and on behalf of the City of Joplin, Missouri; and containing an emergency clause.  Motion by Mr. Tupper, Second by Mr. Woolston, to Adopt Council Bill No. 2005-014.  Voting in favor were Council Members:  Grindstaff, Harrington, Landrith, Palmieri, Russell, Shaw, Stinnett, Tupper and Woolston, 9. Nays:  0. Ordinance No. 2005-080
COUNCIL BILL NO. 2005-131 - AN ORDINANCE approving the contract with Twin Traffic Marking Corporation in the amount of Fifty Thousand Three Hundred Ninety Eight and 36/100 Dollars ($50,398.36) for the installation of thermoplastic pavement markings on various locations throughout the City of Joplin for 2005, providing how the cost shall be made and levied; and containing an emergency clause. Motion by Mr. Landrith, Second by Mr. Harrington, to Adopt Council Bill No. 2005-131.  Voting in favor were Council Members:  Grindstaff, Harrington, Landrith, Palmieri, Russell, Shaw, Stinnett, Tupper and Woolston, 9. Nays:  0. Ordinance No. 2005-081
COUNCIL BILL NO. 2005-138 - AN ORDINANCE authorizing the City to enter into a Funding Agreement with the Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission for proposed roadway improvements on Route 86 from approximately 384 feet north and 226 feet south of the Riviera Road intersection in the City of Joplin, Newton County, Missouri; authorizing the City Manager to execute said Agreement for and on behalf of the City and containing an emergency clause. Motion by Mr. Tupper, Second by Mr. Landrith, to Adopt Council Bill No. 2005-138.  Voting in favor were Council Members:  Grindstaff, Harrington, Landrith, Palmieri, Russell, Shaw, Stinnett, Tupper and Woolston, 9. Nays:  0. Ordinance No. 2005-082
COUNCIL BILL NO. 2005-139 - AN ORDINANCE authorizing the City to enter into a Reimbursement Agreement with the National Audubon Society, Inc., for proposed roadway improvements on Route 86 from approximately 384 feet north and 226 feet south of the Riviera Road intersection in the City of Joplin, Newton County, Missouri; authorizing the City Manager to execute said Agreement for and on behalf of the City and containing an emergency clause.  Motion by Mr. Palmieri, Second by Mr. Harrington, to Adopt Council Bill No. 2005-139.  Voting in favor were Council Members:  Grindstaff, Harrington, Landrith, Palmieri, Russell, Shaw, Stinnett, Tupper and Woolston, 9. Nays:  0. Ordinance No. 2005-083
COUNCIL BILL NO. 2005-454 - AN ORDINANCE approving three (3) separate Contracts between the State of Missouri, Department of Corrections, and the City of Joplin, Missouri Health Department for the period July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006, to provide for "TB" Skin Testing, Hepatitis "B" Vaccine, and Flu Vaccine for employees of the Department of Corrections; authorizing the City Manager to execute each Contract by and on behalf of the City of Joplin, Missouri, and containing an emergency clause. Motion by Mr. Harrington, Second by Mr. Landrith, to Adopt Council Bill No. 2005-454.  Voting in favor were Council Members:  Grindstaff, Harrington, Landrith, Palmieri, Russell, Shaw, Stinnett, Tupper and Woolston, 9. Nays:  0.   Ordinance No. 2005-084
9.
Ordinances – First Reading 

COUNCIL BILL NO. 2004-038 - AN ORDINANCE approving Redevelopment Project VIII of the North Park Crossing Tax Increment Financing Plan as a Redevelopment Project and adopting Tax Increment Financing therein.  Motion by Mr. Tupper, Second by Mr. Woolston, to Amend Council Bill No. 2004-038 to activate new legal description.   Voting in favor were Council Members: Grindstaff, Harrington, Landrith, Palmieri, Russell, Shaw, Stinnett, Tupper and Woolston, 9. Nays:  0.

Motion by Mr. Tupper, Second by Mr. Woolston, to Pass Amended Council Bill No. 2004-038 on First Reading and Advance to Second and third Reading.   Voting in favor were Council Members: Grindstaff, Harrington, Landrith, Palmieri, Russell, Shaw, Stinnett, Tupper and Woolston, 9. Nays:  0.

10.       Ordinances – Second and Third Reading 

11.
Unfinished Business

Council Bill 2005-011 was passed on First Reading at the April 4, 2005 City Council Meeting. According to State Statute, this Council Bill will remain on the Agenda for a 90-day waiting period.  No action is required by the Council.  
12.
New Business

Council Member Landrith stated he had positive comments regarding the good job the building and engineering departments are doing and wanted to pass along these to the city staff.

Council Member Russell (referring to comments from Jack Stults) stated he wanted the public to know that Mr. Stults is using this courtesy to garner public television time.  For public information Mr. Stults refused to stop for a police officer in a Wal-Mart parking lot which was some three or four blocks later.  I want to note that his license tags had expired some months before and his driver’s license had also expired and that was 6-8 weeks ago.  He was also stopped again in April after he had already visited with city council.  This time it was for parking and blocking an alleyway   He makes a point that everyone knows he lives outside the city limits and yet he has called the emergency department and they have responded to his residence.  Frankly, I had trouble following his comments.  He quotes newspaper articles unrelated to the situation he came to speak to us about.  His remarks paint a complete picture of the police department unfairly in my opinion.  He paints it with a broad brush.  And then his warning to certain council members that that’s invented for air time and not a part again, of his original request to speak.  Certainly he has one thing in common with those whose articles he agrees with, always fanning the flames of mistrust something wrong in mudville, if different from their view.  Certainly everyone has an opinion and has a right to express that view.  It is my opinion though, that it would be better to be part of the solution and not a part of the problem.  And, I say this because it is, I believe, his fifth visit, and I want the public to know that in fact there were some violations.  That had it been the highway patrol or the sheriff’s department, the same situation would have occurred.  He certainly has the right to come to council and voice his views in that regard.  But with all the information that I’ve been able to get, and you all have had the same opportunity to get the same information that I’ve been able to get, I just wanted to make these remarks Mayor for the records.

Council Member Landrith thanked Mark Rohr for the City Hall in the Park meeting last week and thanked all the citizens for coming and invited all the citizens to come next month to Landrith Park for another informal meeting in the park.

Council Member Palmieri added these words regarding the remarks made by Mr. Jack Stults at the council meeting:  Mr. Palmieri stated he had been a keen reader of the Joplin Globe for 18 years since he arrived in Joplin, and particularly this year, when so much has transpired in the city.  I have been reluctant to offer my opinion on what I have read, in fear I might give some credibility to what has been written.  However, the last series of editorials was the proverbial straw that broke the camel’s back.  It seems to me the Globe is the spouse of the Michael Spores School of Journalism where everything is wrong, nothing is right unless you agree with them.  Look around you and you see progress at work.  Roads being worked on, construction of homes and businesses booming, growing economy, improved recreational facilities such as Cunningham Park.  Potential sports teams are eyeing Joplin that can make Joplin the Amateur Sports Capital of the Midwest.  Cost of living is low but standard living is rising.   Medical care, while not as inexpensive as we would like it, is plentiful and is of the highest quality.   Where are these accomplishments noted in the paper?   Free speech which is the foundation of our media system is not free.  Men and women in our armed forces have died so that the media and we can express our views without fear.  But free speech comes with an obligation to become responsible.  I do not claim to be an expert on Journalism, but the Globe refuses to acknowledge that it is not an expert on local government.  Two editorials on pushing for Assistance Oversight Committee to oversee our police force are ludicrous at this point.  The unfortunate incident which sparked this series of editorials and this invective that we hear was taken care of in the manner in which the appropriate authorities had the authority to do.  We are not Los Angeles where we drag a Rodney King from a vehicle and beat him.  A committee such as that would destroy one of the most important tools that an administrator has:  The right to discipline his employees.  I’m sure the Globe would not want to have an oversight committee be looking over its shoulders.  These public safety officials who are being criticized are the ones that protect us from the low lives of our community:  The wife beaters, the drug dealers, the con artists, the thieves, and the murders.  I don’t hear the Globe denigrating those roles.  So let’s not continually stir the pot for whatever motivation there is.  Let the proper authorities handle the situation.  Let’s not be Monday morning quarterbacks.  We’re a city moving forward at a rapid pace and there’s more to come.  Try cooperation and constructive criticism.  That pays the highest dividends. Thank you Mr. Mayor.

Vote to go into closed session, which shall pertain to the hiring, firing, disciplining, or promotion of an employee or particular employees of a governmental body involving personal information as set forth in Section 610.021(3) RSMo, as amended, 2004, more specifically for the purpose of evaluating certain Council employees.  This meeting, record, and vote to be closed to the extent provided by law. The City Council shall adjourn at the end of the session.
Motion by Mr. Woolston, Second by Mr. Tupper, to go into closed session.   Voting in favor were Council Members: Grindstaff, Harrington, Landrith, Palmieri, Russell, Shaw, Stinnett, Tupper and Woolston, 9. Nays:  0.
Meeting adjourned at 6:39 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Hogelin, MPCC/CMC

Anyone wishing to address the Council should step to the Podium and state their name and address.  If the matter is not a Public Hearing, a request to speak to the Council should be prepared prior to the meeting.  Speaking time will be limited to five minutes.

Sound enhancement units are available for hearing impaired customers.  You will be asked to provide a form of identification as security, which will be returned when you return the unit.

If you are in need of disability related auxiliary aids or services, contact the City Clerks Office at (417) 624-0820 ext.  220.  Forty-eight hours notice is requested.

